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For Immediate Release: (02/05/17) 

“Ampthill Academy Launch” 

Ampthill, Beds - DoR Mark Lavery is delighted to announce the formation of an Ampthill 

Academy in time for season 2017-18. 

The academy’s mission is to assist the development of players aged 18-22 years while 

providing a pathway from youth rugby into senior rugby and potentially, a semi-

professional contract with Ampthill’s 1st XV currently playing in National 1. 

Our 1stXV plays semi-professional rugby and finished 3rd in National 1 in 2016/17, level 

3 in the Rugby Football Union hierarchy. With 12 clubs in each of the Premiership (level 

1) and the Championship (level 2) that ranks Ampthill as the 27th rugby club in England 

from approximately 1800 clubs. 

Our 2ndXV plays in Division 1 of the Zoo Sports Shield and finished 3rd in season 

2016/17, ahead of 2ndXVs from clubs such as Blackheath, Jersey & London Scottish. 

The formation of the academy is a natural progression to provide a path for youth 

players who would like to progress to adult rugby. The gap between youth rugby and 

National 1 is extensive and we believe that an academy will smooth the transition into 

the senior game. 

Recent graduates from our youth system playing Premiership & 

Championship rugby include Josh Bassett (Wasps), Lewis 

Ludlow (Gloucester), Dean Adamson & Elliot Clements-Hill 

(Bedford Blues). 

The academy is open to all youth players, not just those who 

have come through the Ampthill youth system. Anyone with 

both the recommendation and the desire to develop their skill 

set to a level that provides an opportunity in due course to 

earn a semi-professional contract in National 1 is welcome. 

Ampthill’s 1stXV enjoys on-going 

player development programmes with 

reigning Aviva Champions Saracens as well as Northampton 

Saints, Bath Rugby, Leicester Tigers and Bedford Blues. 

Director of Rugby Mark Lavery comments “It's a natural 

progression for us to offer help to local youth players who 

aren't quiet ready for the Aviva Academy system.Youngsters 

develop at different rates as demonstrated by those who have 

played senior rugby for Ampthill before moving higher up the 

playing pyramid.” 

 
Ampthill RUFC, a Bedfordshire based community rugby club with more than 500 members regularly fields more 
than 16 teams each week during the season drawn from its senior, youth (U19), junior (U12-U17), mini (U6-
U11) and female squads.  
 
We strive "to have fun broadening the life experience of our members & the local community, especially 
children, by developing their rugby skills through training, teamwork and competitive opportunTheity" 


