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Welcome to the August newsletter for Ampthill and District RUFC!   
 
This will be a short note from me, but will no doubt be welcomed!  It will hearten members that the RFU have 
identified that clubs are now permitted to progress to point C of the Return to Rugby Roadmap.  In practical terms 
this means that clubs are permitted to manage, as best they can, point C training under terms directed by each 
clubs Committee.  We as a club intend to embrace this opportunity with limited access to toilets in the club, but no 
access to the bar area just yet.  Our club’s Health and Safety Officer will produce an update for the management of 
this stage of the return to playing.  
 
#SupportTheNHS  
 
Thanks to everyone for supporting the club’s fundraising 
for #SupportTheNHS. Initial indications are that we 
raised around £1000 for the NHS Charities through the 
sale of the Limited Edition, O’Neill’s ARUFC/NHS T-shirts 
and Masks. We look forward to seeing them being worn 
both around town and further afield including those 
purchased by Nissan Les Ensurune - our twinned town in 
France. 
 
Membership  
 
Membership will restart in September 2020, with the first direct debits being collected on 28th of the month.  
 
The committee considered the membership rates for the coming year in light of the early lockdown (March) and the 
delayed return to playing this year.  Everyone will appreciate that our fixed costs are relatively unchanged, and our 
cleaning costs will significantly increase to meet guidelines when the clubhouse eventually does reopen. This is 
coupled with the fact that we have still had to pay for general upkeep, pitch seeding, repairs and replacement of 
goods through theft and criminal damage etc.    
 
The Committee therefore considered a fair reflection to be a reduction in the membership fee for all members of 
10% for the season 2020/21.  This is an optional reduction and if you feel you are able to pay the normal fee, we 
would welcome your contribution to the club’s finances.  This reflected the reduced activities in the club during the 
closed period.  
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Subs for season 2020-21 reduced by 10% 

   2019-20 2020-21 

     

SQUAD 
PLAYER 
+ KIT 

Standard Squad 
Playing 
Membership + 
personalised 
training kit 

 £300 £270 

SQUAD 
PLAYER 

Standard Squad 
Playing 
Membership 

 £200 £180 

Life/Spo
nsor Life membership Sponsor allocation £1 £1 

GLDF Family Gold 
Membership  £350 £315 

GLD Adult Gold 
Membership  £280 £250 

CON 

Student* /OAPs / 
Ladies 
(18+)/COLTS/ 
GIRLS TEAMS 
U13 U15 U18 

* Student = 18+ in full time education £80 £70 

FM1 
FULL 
Membership with 
playing children** 

** Girls playing in U13,U15,U18 to be 
covered within Student/OAPS £200 £180 

FM0 Adult Player 
Member   £180 £160 
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1st XV & Senior Rugby Update – Mark Lavery  
 
We currently have two of the senior sides following the Ready4Rugby Stage C protocols with both the Extra’s and 
the Academy training on a weekly basis.   
 
All the indications we are having from the RFU are that they believe we will be playing normal rugby on either the 
first week in November or the first week in January and both Alex and I are firmly of the opinion that it will be the 
first week in January.   Over the Summer, myself and Alex have attended Championship Committee Club meetings 
(CCC) and those meetings have confirmed this.  
 
If any of the other senior sides would like to start training, please let me know as we all understand your frustration 
of not being able to play the game that you love!   
 
Mini & Youth News – James Wiggett 
 
Since the last newsletter when my content concentrated on the story of last season for the Mini, Youth and Girls 
we have since had the news that the RFU are proceeding carefully on their roadmap to return to rugby and have 
advanced to the next stage of the plan which is welcome news for us all. Now, at stage C of the plan and following 
the unanimous decision of the Ampthill RUFC committee to support its implementation (we were initially one of 
the only East Midlands clubs to do this) our mini, youth and girls players are now enjoying training that at least 
looks a bit more like playing the game.  
 
The RFU suspended rugby and brought an early close to last season for the Mini, Youth and Girls teams on the 16th 
March 2020. As I write this, I am hopeful that things are changing, and we will see a start of the age grade 2020/21 
rugby season at the rugby club soon and maybe as early as September. However, it is important that we should all 
be prepared that the initial return to rugby may be a little different to the game we all know and our youth, minis 
and girl’s teams love playing. Full contact rugby could still be a few months away yet but at least for now we have 
the opportunity for the players to get back on the pitch in their teams with their friends in a competitive playing 
environment. 
 
It should come as no surprise to anybody that full contact rugby is regarded as one of, if not the most high-risk 
outdoor sports for Covid-19 transmission. It was therefore decided by the RFU that in order to get back to the full 
contact game, it had to begin with a ‘lower risk transmission return to rugby’ which in reality looks like 'Touch 
rugby' or versions of it. The RFU approach was to consider the higher risks of transmission and the instances and 
frequency they occur in a normal game, these being namely scrums, mauls, lineouts and chest high tackles. 
Considering all of this information they have introduced the new ‘Ready4Rugby’ game that removes these from 
play until a time in the future when it is deemed safe to introduce them back. Whilst playing Touch or 
‘Ready4Rugby’ does still mean that players spend time face to face and in close proximity of each other because of 
the fluent nature of the game it is deemed as ‘fleeting’ close proximity and considered therefore an acceptable risk 
to allow this as a way to return to play. 
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What does this mean for Age grade rugby for next season? 
 
In my opinion (and it is only my opinion) this gives rugby clubs the opportunity for their Mini, Youth and Girls teams 
to return to train and play Touch/ or 'Ready4Rugby', whilst at the same time following the guidelines required by 
the RFU Return to Rugby roadmap. As a consequence, my expectation is that there is the potential to start the Age 
Grade rugby season in September. When we do get to start the younger age groups will be losing the tags as for 
the time being, ’tag rugby’ is a thing of the past. Touch and ‘Ready4Rugby' games do not require tags and this is a 
deliberate move to remove the additional requirement of cleaning unnecessary equipment. 
 
Hopefully, should the situation with the virus continue to improve and we advance along the RFU roadmap we may 
even be able to play fixtures against other clubs using the ‘Ready4Rugby’ game format as the universal game for all 
clubs, and I believe that this is the intention of the RFU. This however does in turn create its own logistically 
problems of managing larger volumes of people on the same site and in the clubhouse, with possibly the added 
complication of the weather starting to get worse!!  
 
Being optimistic and making the assumption that we have no ’second wave’ or ‘local lockdown’ I am hopeful for a 
return to the proper game towards the end of the year.  
 
To finish, I hope that the above provides some explanation as to the current situation and we can all be supportive 
of the actions and guidance that the RFU have introduced. As things change this will be communicated to our age 
grade head coaches and team managers to pass on.  
 
I continue to look forward to the time that we can all have a drink in the clubhouse on a Sunday watching all age 
groups play and train and the only thing we have to worry about is where to park the car!  
 
Club Captain, Louis Grimoldy joined the U13’s for a socially distanced skills session on Sunday 9th August and will be 
helping other age groups as pre-season progresses.  
 

 



Primary Partner: 
 

 

  
 

 Ampthill & District Community Rugby Club Limited 
Dillingham Park, Woburn St, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2HX 

www.ampthillrufc.com  Tel: 01525 403303  Vat Reg No. 196 7536 11 
Registered in England and Wales 00629333 

 

Senior Partners:  

Ladies & Girls Update – Ian Scarr  
 
Ampthill Ladies and U18 Girls have started training on Sundays at 3.15pm. This is the second season for the senior 
ladies team and will see them compete in the local RFU League and East Midlands Cup when the season eventually 
gets underway.  New players of all abilities are welcome to join as the team builds on last season, both on and off 
the pitch.  Coaching will be led by England Deaf player-coach Gloria Mills, assisted by Paul New and East Midlands 
Ladies and Ampthill Womens & Girls Head Coach, Ian Scarr.  Guest Ampthill 1st XV players and Academy 
coaches will be running sessions throughout the season to improve the side further. 
 
We’d like welcome Chris Keylock and Steve Burrows who are joining the coaching team for the U18 girls from 
Milton Keynes as the girls look to build on last season's success under coach Richard Roberts.  The U13 and U15 
girls training will commence in September along with the other mini and youth teams.  
 
For more info on girls rugby contact Becky Kerr - Girls Team Manager, becky@beckykerrphotography.co.uk or the 
Women & Girls Head Coach - Ian Scarr, ianscarr1@gmail.com 
 
NatWest RugbyForce Saturday 5th September 2020. 
  
We’re pleased that the Club has been successful in obtaining a grant of 
£500 from NatWest to carry out works to the clubhouse and pitches   
  
To qualify for this grant, we will be tidying up the outside of the clubhouse 
and stone picking over pitches 1 and 2 between 10.00 and 12.00 or 13.00 
and 15.00 on Saturday 5th September 2020 to get ready for the start of the 
new season. 
  
One of the stipulations of obtaining the grant, is that the work is carried 
out by club volunteers, so we are looking for members and their families 
who can spare an hour or two to help out. 
  
Because of the COVID-19 requirements you will have to register on the Proactive Digital Tracker prior to arrival as 
you currently would for training.  
  
Further details will be released via the Club website and social media nearer to the date.  
 
We look forward to seeing everybody back at the club in the very near future after what has been a long and 
somewhat challenging period for all of us. In the meantime, stay safe! 
 
Alex Radley  
Chairman  
 


