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Chairman’s Statement: AGM 2020 
Good evening and welcome to the season 2020/21 (virtual) Annual General Meeting from my home office! 

That is a sentence I never thought I would ever hear myself say! 

I would like to start this evening by personally thanking all my fellow Committee Members for their 

dedication and support during the last year.  It has been unusually challenging for rugby clubs financially, 

emotionally and in the general running of the business.  Whilst we have exchanged healthy robust views in 

relation to what is best for the club, we have been united in the decisions we have made.  Life is made easier 

for me on the Committee because we all share the same desires to protect the long-term existence of the club 

and the health and wellbeing of the membership, staff and visitors.   

Sports clubs rely heavily on support from their volunteers.  Last year we embarked on our first season in the 

Championship which tested the commitment of the club’s volunteer network.  Whilst we had to employ 

additional qualified staff, due to Regulatory and Licensing requirements, our volunteers yet again came 

through with flying colours. You all worked tirelessly on Health and Safety planning, Regulatory compliance 

and simply managing the logistics of making the ‘Grange Jaguar Bowl’ venue ready for the Championship 

experience.   

The welcome given to our visitors was awesome.  Crowds left Dillingham Park making comments like; 

“That’s what a real rugby club is like” and “it is so refreshing to return to a club with rugby in its soul”.  I 

would like to thank each and every one of you for your dedication, commitment and hard work in making a 

club, like ours, as successful as it is today.  We are blessed that we have a so many great people willing to 

give their time, energy and of course financial support to the Club.  It is obvious that you adore the Club and 

the ethos we are all trying to uphold. 

My thanks also go to the small but essential staff and contractors who support the club.  I recognise that we 

have had to make difficult financial decisions this year impacting directly on them at the club house, bar, 
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kitchen, cleaning, maintenance and pitches.  Everyone has been very understanding of the measures we have 

adopted that have impacted directly on them.  

One would expect that at this time I would be honouring the achievements of our teams and I will return to 

do so later but the last nine months has been about the pandemic and particularly how we have managed it.   

At the start we had little alternative but to follow Government guidance from the Department for Digital, 

Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS), Public Health England (PHE), the Department for Health and Social 

Care (DHSC) and UK Sport, working with major Sports Governing Bodies, none of us having encountered 

anything like this before.  We were locked down.  To protect public health, the above Government bodies 

produced guidance on best practice which we attempted to follow for the wellbeing of our membership, their 

families and visitors.   

The RFU guidance, on the other hand, was rather contradictory in places and proved a challenge for us, in 

the initial stages, to interpret and manage.  The impact on us financially has been unprecedented and indeed 

one of the reasons to close the club house and furlough staff was to cut cost so that in the long term, when 

rugby could continue, we had a club to return to!  This may sound to some, dramatic but we are aware that 

many clubs, both professional and amateur, have been lost or are on the brink of dissolution or even 

bankruptcy.  Thankfully, we do not find ourselves in that position at the moment, thanks to money from 

some of our sponsors who have continued to support us, funds from the Championship and now membership 

subs starting to come in.  

We recognised that the lockdown would impact on people differently.  Some enjoyed the break from the 

relentless treadmill of work, rugby and other commitments.  Others obviously struggled with the lack of 

interaction and there was a very real risk to members mental health being affected.  Angharad Jones (Spavins) 

worked hard to help members by linking to the RFU and mental health charities to support the membership.  

This was uploaded onto the website and is still available today.   

My thanks go to Angharad for her commitment to this and her other safeguarding duties.  However, she has 

now regrettably resigned from the position of Club Safeguarding Lead and has been replaced by Keith 
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Garwood, whom many of you will know.  I would like to place on record my thanks to Angharad for her 

dedication to the role and welcome Keith to the position.  Thank you for taking on the position in the club 

Keith.   

We have had to appoint a Covid Manager (in this case two people, Pat Sherry (Community Game and 

Facilities) and Karen Radley (Elite Game).  They have been extremely busy carrying out risk assessments, 

writing policies, interviewing additional cleaners (to support Dom New) and purchasing PPE etc.  This work 

has not gone unnoticed within the committee and I am sure all of our members (especially those with 

businesses of their own) will understand the responsibility they bear.  I would like to thank them both for 

their hard work, attention to detail and meticulous approach to protecting the Club and its membership. 

Whilst I recognise that this year has been really difficult, I will not allow it to overshadow the exciting things 

we have accomplished as a club last year and the plans for the future.  Even in these dark times, we must 

have hope and ambition and I am looking forward to the coming year.   

We must never forget that with the smallest budget, the most picturesque ground! and a good support we 

finished 5th in the Green King IPA Championship (albeit when the league was cancelled) last season.  What 

an achievement for a club the size of ours when you consider we were competing against the likes of 

Newcastle, Bedford, Coventry and of course big spending Ealing Trailfinders. 

I will never forget last season when we visited away fixtures and some clubs gave us a look of distain when 

we arrived.  Whilst they appropriately hosted us it felt like a chore for them to entertain the ‘new boy’s’.   

However, by the end of the season people made a point of saying to me and the committee “actually, your 

club are doing alright…” There was a recognition that we were serious about the competition. 

Another club we visited chortled when I tried to present them with a club shield saying, “Do people actually 

still do this?”  Suffice to say, that club are no longer a part of the elite league rugby.  I found it really sad 

that this club did not embrace the tradition or grasp the opportunity of welcoming a new ‘Rugby friend’.  

These are traditions I will continue to promote during my tenure because I truly believe it to be the right 

thing to do.   
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Turning to Rugby (this will not take too long this year) 

First XVDIRECTOR OF RUGBY REPORT 2018-2019 BY MARK LA 

The Senior Club has had the most successful year in its history with the 1st XV finishing 5th in the Green 

King IPA Championship (at least when it was terminated).   

The measures we put in place worked quite well.  We had teething problems initially but the effort to create 

an unparallel welcome to visitors was awesome.   

Exciting times lie ahead with league fixtures here against Bedford Blues and Saracens, this season……IF it 

happens. 

1881’s 

The 1881’s continue to support the 1st XV.  They are performing with increased confidence and real belief 

now. 

The Jets  

The Jets had another fantastic year.  A key being that John Creswell, Ian Titman and I successfully 

encouraged the County to allow them into the County Cup and latterly the East Midlands Cup, where they 

reached both finals only to be beaten by COVID!! 

The Jets joined the Zoo league which the committee hoped would provide more competitive rugby. 

Regrettably, we still had teams pulling out week on week which was really frustrating.   

The Extra’s 

The 5ths  
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A strange season for all but at least the 5ths managed to get what was probably one of the last community 

rugby games of the season when they travelled to Stevenage on the 14th March, two days before Matt 

Hancock told the House of Commons that all unnecessary social contact should cease.  Whilst Ampthill lost 

this game it did have two positive outcomes.  Firstly, we have now gained a good relationship with a club 

we haven't played for a number of years and secondly, The 5ths now appreciate the our clubs excellent 

facilities at Dillingham Park having experienced the facilities in Stevenage.  

The mixed season involved 8 wins and 8 losses, although I must say the losses were narrow and the wins 

big putting 66 points past Olney and 45 points past Bedford Swifts as examples.  

 

This year the 5ths have really supported each other. The help ranged from banter on WhatsApp to 

encouraging good morale, promoting and supporting team members businesses where possible.  

“We are not just a team we are a group of friends that respect each other and love the sport and our club. 

Hopefully we will meet on a pitch again sometime soon” Richard Mardle  

Vets  

Well, the Vets creak on for yet another year. They have dovetailed neatly with the 5th’s and although they 

still fight for fixtures, they persist in playing real rugby against real rugby players. This is a demonstration 

that Ampthill is a truly inclusive club where rugby is not just a game, it is a way of life from the cradle to 

the grave!  

Mini and Youth Section  

I have spoken to coaches and considered the report of performance from last season.  Rather than reading 

the coaches comments out I thought it better to reflect the mood of the section with some highlights; 

James Wiggett – James and I work really well together.  James works extremely hard for the club and is 

always at the end of the phone (or able to meet me in the Surfin’ Café) to discuss club matters if I need to 



Primary Partner: 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 Ampthill & District Community Rugby Club Limited 
Dillingham Park, Woburn St, Ampthill, Bedford, MK45 2HX 

www.ampthillrufc.com  Tel: 01525 403303  Vat Reg No. 196 7536 11 
Registered in England and Wales 00629333 

 

Senior Partner:  

talk over a problem.  Thanks for the hard work you do for me and the club James, I really appreciate your 

support. 

Coaches – always very keen and willing to give your time  

The players are being taught the ethos of club rugby  

The children learn respect, fair play and teamwork 

Long may our mini and youth section survive and prosper 

Academy 

Third year of Academy players; it’s a development that we all want to encourage 

We have seen our players playing in the 1881’s and training with the first team squad 

It’s a pleasure watching guys like Louis Grimoldby, Aleki Lutui, Dave Ward and Kevin Barrett imparting 

knowledge on our youngsters. 

Girls and Women 

U13 Have rising numbers from the younger age groups  

U15 5 girls chosen for the East Midlands  

U18 11 representatives at East Midlands 

 

Women - 4 women selected to represent East Midlands. This is the first time any Ampthill women have 

represented the senior regional side. 
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England Deaf – A first cap for Sian Mills and first mother (Gloria Mills) /daughter pairing playing for any 

England representative side with Gloria and Sian. 

Our women’s team in a league now, finishing 5th in first season 

Two girls were invited to join the RFU centre of excellence at Saracens  

Other Business: 

The move  

• I regret that at present we are no further forward 

• We will update when something is available to report 

Vandalism 

We continue to suffer vandalism at the Club due to the exposed nature of our site. Whilst we have good 

intelligence of who the offenders are, we, and the Police, are almost powerless to prosecute the individuals 

concerned due to lack of admissible evidence. The Communities help in bringing these individuals before 

the Courts cannot come soon enough for the Club.  

Mike Plants’ book 

I am delighted to inform members that Mike Plant has written a history of Ampthill Rugby Club entitled 

‘From Tanqueray to The Championship’.  This is now available through Amazon as a download or can be 

purchased in book form.  What a great Christmas gift.  The profits from the book will be donated to the club. 

I would like to thank Mike for his hard work in researching, challenging and no doubt reading and re-reading 

the material over and over to get to the finished product.  His tireless work on this project is really appreciated 

by the Club Committee and I have no doubt by the membership.  We all know behind every good man there 

is a good woman, so thank you Ann!  Well done Mike and Ann Plant. 
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Members we have said farewell to:  

This year we have seen the sad passing of former members Norman Brown, Tony Rogers, Reg Wood, Steve 

Blackmore, Steve Penwright and Clive Freeman. The Club is indebted to their commitment and support of 

Ampthill Rugby and I invite you to read their epitaphs on the Club website. 

 

We wish their families our very best and we will not forget the contribution these men made to the Club.  

 

Conclusion  

A club like ours could not exist without the tireless work of so many people picking up litter, looking after 

the grounds, fundraising, looking after the players, washing kit, feeding the players etc. etc. you know who 

you are, and I would like to offer you all my personal thanks for the work you do each and every week. 

 

Alex Radley 

Club Chairman  

Ampthill and District RUFC 

18th November 2020 

 


