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Christmas Greetings from the Chairman  

Normally, at this time of year, one would be encouraging season’s greetings, offering a toast or promoting 

participation in the party spirit, but we all know that this festive season is going to be a very different one!  

The challenges of 2020 were certainly unexpected and had a profound impact on our communities and our 

lives.  I really hope that we will soon see the back of this crisis and start to reach a state of normality in 

2021.  My thoughts are with club members and their families who have experienced first-hand the hardships 

of this year, be that ill health or a diminishing income.  

Through these turbulent times, grassroots sport has remained strong and at the very heart of our communities. 

Through the brilliant work of our Covid Managers, Pat Sherry and Karen Radley, who have had the 

unenviable task of making this unprecedented situation work best for everyone, we have been able to provide 

some level of training for all our players, providing them with a well needed release from the confines of 

lockdown. The impact of the pandemic on mental health and wellbeing cannot be underestimated, so it has 

been great for players to have somewhere to let off steam and enjoy some outdoor fun and fitness with 

friends.  

Looking forward to next year, the prospect of returning to recognisable contact matches looks likely in the 

spring. I know that teams have missed the challenging environment of competitive rugby and I feel the 

frustration of some in that we have been unable to commence contact sooner. Please be assured that every 

decision made has been to ensure that we can return to rugby in a way that is not only compliant with 

government and RFU guidance, but safe for players and their families.  

I would particularly like to thank you, the membership, for your patience and support as we have tried to 

manage, what has been an extremely challenging time, in the best way possible. We have a truly brilliant 

community rugby club, and we are committed to providing a fantastic local resource for everyone to enjoy!   
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Boxing Day Match  

Please note that regrettably, the charity Boxing Day fixture has been cancelled for this year, however, we 

are planning to promote an event in the summer when safety permits. 

The Championship  

We have been advised that the Greene King IPA Championship is due to start on the 6th March 2021.  You 

will have seen details released on Monday 21st December explaining the plan, but if there are any further 

updates we will advise members through the website and other social media outlets. 

A couple of interesting positions have arisen at the club. We are looking for a volunteer mini fixtures 

secretary and also a first aid coordinator, both to start with immediate effect.  The roles will include: 

Mini Fixtures Secretary 

• Making contact with other clubs to arrange home and away fixtures (generally, this work is a season 

ahead so this appointment would be to plan the 2021-22 fixtures before the end of the season) 

• Confirming fixture details with opposition secretaries before game days to ensure that fixtures will 

be satisfied  

If you are interested, please contact James Wiggett on 07800 841835  jwiggett.arufc@gmail.com   

First Aid Coordinator  

This position has arisen due to the acquisition of a new first aid facility.  The unit is positioned at the end of 

the club house and is being fully refurbished to provide a well needed first aid facility for the whole club to 

use. We are extremely grateful to Grace McGreevy, a parent from the mini and youth section, and volunteer 

steward and first aider, for her hard work in acquiring the unit.  Her employer, Barratt David Wilson Homes 

(Northampton), have donated the facility completely free of charge to the Club.   
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As a consequence, we are looking for a volunteer Health Care Professional to link into the Club’s medical 

team and perform the following duties: 

• Coordinate cover for the first aid facility 

• Liaise with Karen Radley (Clinical Governance Lead) to manage the facility 

• Manage the supply of equipment for the facility 

If you are interested please contact Karen Radley on 07946 486236 karen_radley@hotmail.co.uk or James 

Wiggett on 07800 841835 jwiggett.arufc@gmail.com   

We are working hard to make 2021 a fantastic rugby season and look forward to starting strong with training 

commencing early in the new year.  

Whatever your plans are this Christmas, my committee and I wish you and your family a very happy, 

peaceful and healthy time. 

Best Wishes, Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year 

 

Alex Radley 

Club Chairman 

Ampthill and District RUFC 

 
 


