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Participation Statement 

 
Due to the overwhelming response and sentiment, not only from our Sponsors, Members, Fans and Volunteers but 
the rugby community as a whole, Ampthill’s 1st Team will be taking its place in the Greene King IPA Championship 
for the coming season. 
 
We would like to thank the long list of Rugby Legends who have endorsed and supported our efforts led by England 
World Cup Winning Legend Jason Robinson and ably supported by England International Lee Mears, BT Rugby 
presenter Austin Healy, BT Rugby Presenter and World Cup Winner Ben Kay and World Cup Winner Mike Tindall to 
name but a few. 
 
We feel we have been let down by the Winter Sports Survival Scheme and their Investment Board with them 
rejecting our application for a grant. The Committee is very frustrated by the communication from Deloittes and 
Sport England.  Unfortunately, we now find ourselves in the position of having to rely on our Members, Fans, 
Sponsors, and the Rugby Community to fund our COVID-19 testing which we believe is fundamentally unfair.  
 
The Club would like to thank local MP Nadine Dorries who has agreed to take our case to Westminster and escalate 
it to the highest possible level within Government.  
 
We can confirm that we have not taken up the offer of a government loan and the Committee do not believe it is in 
the members or the Clubs best interest to go down this route. 
 
The safety and wellbeing of all our players and staff is our number ONE priority and I’m pleased to inform you that 
because of your support and generosity, we have raised enough money to make a contribution towards our COVID-
19 PCR testing.  The Club’s financial position has been dramatically affected by the massive reduction in funding 
from the RFU and with no income since the season was rightly shut down in March 2020.  We believe there is a 
minimal chance of any crowds attending the 20-21 season and this again puts a further strain on the Club’s 
finances.  
 
With this in mind we will be establishing an Ampthill COVID-19 Testing Fund Raising Committee (watch this space!)  
We will also be continuing with our GoFundMe page open on all our media channels.  We really appreciate any 
contributions, no matter how small you could make towards the campaign this season.  
 
We would like to thank all our Players, Management, Medical Staff and Strength & Conditioning team for making 
the contribution towards our efficiency drive so we can get to the start line. 
 
Chairman Alex Radley said “Whilst we are extremely disappointed with the circumstances we find ourselves in, 
we are also amazed and enormously thankful for the support shown by the Rugby Community as a whole and our 
own members in particular.   We still have a significant amount of money to raise so that the Club can pay its 
COVID-19 testing fees and complete the season.   Thank you for your ongoing support and generosity” 


