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Chairman’s Message for Summer 2021 

 
Over the past year the Committee have focused on protecting the membership and making sure 

that the members have a Club to come back to! This update is to highlight some of the changes 

as we launch from lockdown into what we hope will be a far more ‘normal’ and fulfilling 2021/22 

season.  

 

A separate announcement regarding relocation plans and improvement projects can be found at 

the following link: https://www.ampthillrufc.com/grant-award-to-arufc/  

 
Membership Fees 
The Committee would like to thank our dedicated membership, supporters, and sponsors for 

continuing to support the club over, what has been, the most challenging period we can recall in 

the Clubs history. I am therefore delighted to announce that there will be no increase in the 

membership subscriptions for the 2021/22 season.   

 

Return to Training  
We are grateful to our groundsman, Martyn Wythe, who remains committed to making the best of 

our very overused playing areas.  Martin requested six weeks preparation time, in line with other 

years, for seeding and treating the pitches in preparation for a full season of competitive rugby (we 

hope). To this end pre-season training can begin at the Club on Monday 19th July 2021.  If teams 

are able to make arrangements for pre-season fitness to take place off site it would be very much 

appreciated. 

 
Bar Opening 
The Lions tour is looming large, and the Committee thought it would be a great step forward to 

open the Clubhouse to the members for a socially distanced table service offering.  Dates for your 

diary will appear in the coming days so keep an eye on the website and social media.  It is hoped 
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that the easing of restrictions on 19th July will allow even more people to attend the test matches.  

This of course, will be subject to our Health and Safety Risk Assessments and Government 

announcements.  

 
Other Club Events  
In addition to the Lions matches we are making plans to open up for some social events such as 

the beer festival later in the summer, subject to the obvious safety factors. 

 
Summer Clean  
The Summer break allows us to carry out essential cleaning, repairs, and upgrades.  The premises 

are (understandably) looking rather tired at the moment, so we will be calling on our members, 

particularly those with trades or skills suitable for plumbing, heating and building works, to offer us 

a few hours of your valuable time. 

 

Please watch out for dates on the website and social media when volunteers will be asked to attend 

for the clean and repair days.  This will be managed by Ian Scarr, who has a role on the Committee 

to coordinate the management of the club site. 

 

CCTV 
CCTV is being costed and planned for the pitch 3 area.  Regrettably, recent damage has left us 

with no alternative but to incur the cost so that we can protect what we have and prosecute those 

responsible for the acts of mindless vandalism to our facility. 

 

Club Kit 
We are currently reviewing the provision of playing kit to the whole club. We have identified three 

potential providers who in addition to O’Neills have all been invited to a tender process.  We plan 

to complete this process by the middle of July when we will announce the chosen provider for the 

next three seasons.  
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I have no doubt that everyone just wants to get back to playing, or watching, rugby.  We have all 

missed the camaraderie, the banter, and the feeling of ‘belonging’ that comes with being a member 

of Ampthill and District RUFC.  The wait is nearly over, let’s make it an awesome return to rugby 

for the 2021/22 season.    

  

Alex Radley 
Chairman Ampthill and District RUFC 
 


