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For Release 12:00 01.08.2021 – New Coaching Team for Ampthill in 2021/22 Championship Season    
 
Ampthill, Beds - Ahead of the 2021-22 Championship season, Director of Rugby Mark Lavery has confirmed a new 
look coaching team under the direction of Head Coach, Paul Turner.  
 
Ex-Welsh International Paul will lead the Mob into their 3rd Championship season looking to improve on last season’s 
7th place finish, whilst continuing to work with the WRU as a talent scout. This will be his tenth season with Ampthill 
since joining in 2012.  
 
After a very successful period with the club during our first Championship season, Mouritz Botha returns to Ampthill 
as Forwards and Defence Coach. Mouritz needs little or no introduction, having a enjoyed a successful playing career 
with local rivals Bedford Blues before joining Saracens and then Newcastle Falcons in the Premiership. It was during 
his 5 seasons with Saracens that he won 10 England caps!  
 
Mouritz had this to say on re-joining the club “I am very excited to 
have re-joined Ampthill. I’m looking forward in helping take the club 
from a settled mid table team to one competing at the top of the 
table. 
 
Not coaching professionally for the last year has been hard but I’ve 
used the time to keep learning and developing. I’ve had Zoom calls 
with several coaches like Eddie Jones, Matt Proudfoot, Stuart 
Lancaster and Wayne Smith discussing tactics, analysis and playing 
philosophies. We are already hard at work, and we are looking 
forward to the season getting underway.”  
 
 

The club are also excited to announce the signing of Henry Trinder as Backs 
Player -Coach!  
 
Henry brings with him a wealth of playing experience that he will look to 
share with a young and exciting backs group – in addition to 3 months in 
France with RC Vannes in the Pro D2, Henry spent 13 seasons at Gloucester 
making 162 Premiership appearances and scoring 225 points!  
 
Henry comments “I'm excited to get going with what seems to be a great 
group of boys. The training so far has been a good standard and hopefully 
we can keep improving over the coming months.  
Sitting down with Mark and Paul it was obvious they are both very 
passionate about rugby and the future of the club so it's great to be involved 
and I'm looking forward to the experience” 
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Finally following the resignation of Alan Brown for personal reasons, the club can 
confirm that ex Vice Captain and Tongan International, Vili Ma’asi has been 
appointed as Head Coach for the 1881s.  
 
The club would like thank Alan for all of his hard work over the past 3 seasons 
during which time the 1881s won the Zoo Shield Division One Title in 2019.  
 
Vili had this to say on his return to the club “I am grateful to Ampthill for giving me 
the opportunity to further progress my coaching career in an Elite environment. It’s 
strange but I feel like I’m coming back to my second family!  
 

I’d like to thank Peterborough Lions for the help they gave over the past three or four seasons - I’ve learnt alot at 
Peterborough and need to test myself again at a higher level to continue improving myself and the players I work 
with! It’s a massive challenge ahead that I’ll give 100% to and I can’t wait to see all of the Mob supporters.”    
 
Paul Turner, Head Coach at Ampthill Rugby “I’m delighted that Mouritz, Henry and Viliami have joined the Ampthill 
coaching staff for the coming season.  
 
Mouritz re-joins as Forwards Coach after a successful stint in the 2019/20 season. His experience and knowledge will 
be a great asset to our new young squad. Henry joins Ampthill from French club Vannes and still has a lot to offer as a 
player as well as cutting his teeth for the first time in a backs coaching role.  
 
Vili rejoins the club in a senior coaching role and it goes without saying he was instrumental in starting this journey off 
with the club in 2012.   He’s a firm favourite with our supporters, and it's great to see him back!" 
 
The Club would like to apologize for the delay in announcing details of 1st XV pre-season friendlies. This is due to 
circumstances beyond our (and our opposition) control. We hope to release full details and make tickets available 
ASAP.  


